
	   November 2015 

Dear Parishioners: 

Thank you for the warm welcome and support extended to me since my arrival in 
June. In keeping with parish tradition this message includes an update on the 
parish’s finances and an appeal to your generosity as we launch the Grand 
Annual collection. 

As you will note from the attached Financial Report, St. Paul’s incurred a 
substantial operating deficit for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2015. The 
financial challenges experienced at St. Paul School last year pre- cipitated large 
financial assistance from the parish which contributed to the parish deficit. A 
decline in overall revenues also impacted the parish deficit, with Offertory 
showing a 7% decrease from the prior fiscal year. Last year’s Grand Annual was 
a little less than the previous year ($201,000 vs. $212,000). This is not unusual 
when a parish undergoes a change in leadership and the upcoming collaboration. 

This year we hope to attain our goal of $235,000 for the upcoming Grand Annual 
Appeal. St. Paul’s relies heavily on its Grand Annual Collection as it represents 
about 20% of our total budget. The leadership of the pastors who preceded me 
and the generosity of St. Paul’s parishioners have enabled us to: enjoy well main- 
tained buildings and grounds; assist inner-city parishes; and respond to special 
appeals as they arise such as improvements to the Parish Hall for our vibrant 
Youth Ministry program. 

This past June St. Paul’s and St. John the Evangelist Parishes in Wellesley 
entered into a collaborative. As detailed in regular bulletin updates, this 
collaboration entails the sharing of pastoral and lay staff. The assets and finances 
of each parish, including Parish Finance Councils, remain separate. We have 
begun the process of sharing best practices and vendors between the two parishes 
as well as considering the possibility of com- bining programs whenever 
possible. 

In closing I would like to acknowledge the members of the previous Finance 
Council who served faith- fully for many years, in particular John Carberry, 
Margaret Dwyer, Jack Joyce, and Dennis Looney. 

I commend you for the generous support you have exhibited to St. Paul Parish 
throughout the years and humbly ask that you continue your generosity. 

Sincerely yours, Rev. Kevin M. Sepe 

	  


